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DETAILED ACTION 

CLAIM REJECTIONS 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-5, 9-16, 20-22, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Edery, US PGP No. 20020013910. 
As per claim 1, 14, Edery teaches: 

A processor-readable medium comprising processor-executable instructions for: 
parsing an input file to recognize a file format of the input file; 
[see para. 0086] 

checking contents of the input file, according to the recognized file format if available, to determine 
whether executable code exists within the input file; and 

[see para. 0086] 
sending a status in response to results of said checking. 

[see para. 0087] 

As per claim 2, 15, Edery teaches: 

The processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1, wherein sending a status comprises further 
instructions for: sending a file-has-no-code status when the file format of the input file was recognized and 
no executable code was found; and sending a file-has-code status when executable code was found. 
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[see para. 0087] 
As per claim 3, 16, 22, Edery teaches: 

The processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1, additionally comprising further instructions for 
sending a don't-know status when the file format of the input file was not recognized. 
[see para. 0088] 

As per claim 4, 20, Edery teaches: 

The processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1 , wherein parsing the input file comprises further 
instructions for parsing the input file repeatedly with a plurality of component parsers contained within an 
extensible parser. 

[see para. 0092] 

As per claim 5, Edery teaches: 

The processor-readable medium as recited in claim 4, additionally comprising further instructions for 
sending a don't-know status when each of the plurality of component parsers contained within the 
extensible parser fails to recognize sections of the input file. 
[see para. 0092] 

As per claim 9, Edery teaches: 

The processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1 , wherein checking contents of the input file 
comprises further instructions for operating a component parser portion of an extensible parser to 
recognize a specific data file format. 
[see para. 0086] 

As per claim 10, 28, Edery teaches: 

The processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1 , wherein parsing the input file comprises 
instructions for operating a parser configured to recognize a plurality of file formats. 
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[see para. 0086] 
As per claim 11, 29, Edery teaches: 

The processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1 , wherein checking contents of the input file 
comprises further instructions for operation of a compound parser including a plurality of component 
parsers, wherein each of the plurality of component parsers is configured for recognition of a specific file 
format. 

[see para. 0093] 
As per claim 12, Edery teaches: 

The processor-readable medium as recited in claim 11, additionally comprising further instructions for 
continuing to parse the input file with all remaining component parsers after at least one component 
parser recognizes the file format of the input file. 
[see para. 0092] 

As per claim 13, Edery teaches: 

The processor-readable medium as recited in claim 11, additionally comprising further instructions for 
parsing the input file until a component parser recognizes the file format of the input file. 
[see para. 0092] 

As per claim 21, Edery teaches: 

An apparatus for detecting code-free files, comprising: 

a compound parser configured to repeatedly parse an input file, wherein each component parser within 
the compound parser is configured to recognize executable code within a specific file format selected 
from among a group of data file formats; and 
[see para. 0086] 



Application/Control Number: 10/769,106 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2136 

a controller to examine success of each of the component parsers to recognize the specific file format for 
which it was configured to recognize and to find executable code within the input file, wherein the 
controller is configured to send a status in response to results of said checking. 
[see para. 0087] 

As per claim 26, Edery teaches: 

The apparatus as recited in claim 21 , additionally configured to send the status to: a firewall; a host 
intrusion detector; or a host vulnerability assessor. 
[see para. 0047] 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6-8, 17-19, 23-25, 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Edery, as applied to claim 1 above. 

As per claim 6-8, 17-19, 23-25, 27, Edery teaches: 

The processor-readable medium as recited in claim 1 , wherein sending the status comprises further 
instructions for sending the status to an email program/instant messaging program/internet browsing 
program. 

Edery teaches alerting one or more users/administrators but does not specifically mention whether said 
alert is sent via email, IM, or browser. Depending on the user's capabilities, examiner interprets that it 
would have been obvious to send said alert via any of the above applications or any other applicable 
application. Examiner further interprets that this is merely a design choice and a certain user system's 
functionality. 
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POINTS OF CONTACT 



Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

*. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should • 

be directed to Daniel L. Hoang whose telephone number is 571-270-1019. The examiner can normally 

be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 

Nasser Moazzami can be reached on 571-272-4195. The fax phone number for the organization where 

this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Daniel L. Hoang 
6/20/07 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




